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3 5 | 1s iy each. e muſt be e committed. Tis accompliſhed, an engine of politi- | 
„ cal power was conſtructed, which on every occaſion might receive its component 
„ parts as well as diredion from the hand of tm Bading man in the neighbourh od. 


5 Upon theſe principles, however illiberal and unjuſt; an act was paſſed in the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, in the year 1469, cap. 29. + touching the election of Officers in B. 
rough, obtaindd in che miudriry vf ile reigning;Printe, by. the power vf che Sco Scortifh | 

| | | Nobles. This Harte, long celebrated by the” | which it eſtabliſhed, deffroye 
e entinition G de Möpel Botoughs, At ddt 


at one e blow the ancient and Free | 

; a form of govertimeut for — ot n reply alters nib and the. pitblic | 

5 dd; for while it provides, that no Officer ur Council ſhall be continued Jon * 
| one year, it alſo enacts, that the old vunell ſhall chuſe the new, and that the new 

and the old Council, together with the Deacay 01 eee 

. NE e r the town. The indudtive cauſe of this pernicious ſtatute is m0 

3 creme to ct up the very principles of popular power. It is a curious. | 

maxim which deſpotiſm has invented, and upon which that ſpecies of government 

| is ſopported, chat the voice and aue of abe people, are_exer ,hofile te their-own 
© happineſs, and:t0 their own. important. and fundainental rights... Bu, chere are 

5 | PER: kick ulefens the mot fatal, and fictions, * 8 
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; Sat « men ance in n poſleſlion eee retain 2 ever, by repeated r y | 
| of themſelves, or their friends and dependants. _ e 


: 8 Tas deprivation eee 
Parliament, was rendered fill more ſevere by another Paſſed in the year 1474s 
55 cap. 56. becauſe, by the former at, the whole Council was to be ananally changed, 
whereas the latter ordained. eee eee vid ſhould, be choſen 
Fe a. eee eee, . 
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| 3 1 — — 2 FT OTIS! 8 — PEE — 2 8 12 
Th: 1 2 5 | | 4 hom, Touching the clediion of Oficlares in Burrowes, as Allerinas, Baillies, and uther Offcares, verauſe of great vonten- 
5 Aon zeirty for the chußng of the famin, throw: multitude and ctamour of commounes fimple perſous ; it is thought expedi» 

; D Councel be continued after che King's lawes of Burrowes, further thas ane-zeir, and that the 

new Offidares be in this ve Thats to fay, the aud Councel of the towne fall chuſe the new 'Councel, 
_ T — — 
—_—C | _perteening to the. towne, as Alderman, Baillies, Deane of Gild, and other Officiares; and that i Craft fall cu 
_ —— : ran Rn eo pate ie the ens of Officiares, for the time in likewiſe zeir by zeir; and at- 
tour, it 3s thought expedient, that nae Captaine nor Conſtable of the King's Caftelies, quhat towne that ever they be in, fall 
1 office within the ſaid towne, as to Alderman, Baillie, nnn aro ve Gy Bntznaey | 
be choſen be the towns fra the. time of the nix: chafing bun. 
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| By gnother a8 of the Parliament of baden in the your x 7. cap; 108, the aft 


pointed he 


3 indwellers of the town, and met. 
* by partiality nor maſter ſhip.” enn, | 
: ihe etna ef ht roots flew we g rock? 
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power of Officers in Boroughs, and of that power on ſtrangers, a ſtatute was- 


wt Pere nn cap. 80. which enacted, that a 
all Officers avin office of juriſdiction within: be ee 
none have Juriſdiction within 
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Or dhis ature, it was the evident intemion to diminiſh the influence of the 1 599 
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further attempt was nds bands 22 pal 
"the" year 1609, cap. 8. which, after mentionin 
og Noblemen and Gentlemen to be elected Prov 


vaftrie or other Magiſtracy within any Borough, | but 


in the e ur —— in. 
that the courſe jn "tex de d for diſcharg. 


Ving within the ſaid Boroughs allenatly, and no others. . 


5 9 


the Sixth ef Scorlin/bad/'maeunted' the: Een ae by 
he acquired an immenſe acceſſiom of Cromu inſlaence, and more partienlarij 
after the reſtoration of Charles the Second, the ſame abſolute authority over. the Bo. 


"youghs of Scotland, which had been formerly held by the Nobles, was ſeized. on by the- 
 Ernes; and e ant ral 
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5 : 5 11% on the I ith of April 4600 Was the nbreruag by the de Wal . the 
| . right of the Royal Boroughs, the third eſtate of Parliament, impoſing upon them not | 
only Mugiſtrates ; but alſo the whole” Ty . . As: Nr to 0 their 1. | 
" Ws aver and expreſt churters:® HAI ITS 1 3-47 5 
"In purſuance of chis Claim of Rights, + dne ck che ea — — of grievances pre- | 


: 5 | . ſented by the eſtates of the kingdom of Scotland i to King William, on the 13th April 
5 | 1689, is expreſſeti-in' the following words : A en eee the e be 
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OY * en ee and at” Ang in the Parliament. 2 e e 
3 1 Br che ad at of the meeting of the 3 of che 8 of . 8 18th 
_ EEG April 1689, the eſtates gave order bb war an. for. new election to be made of ordi- 

'$ "TIM l | * nary Magiſtrates and Town Councils for zbe- ſeveral Royal Boroughs, to he choſen by 
cy | 0 the poll and appointed the Magiſtrates and Toun Cauncili ſo elected to continue _ 
; he ordinary time of their election at or near, Michaelmas then next. . 1575 


'FrRoM this ſhort deduction relative to the "hiſtory and government of the Royal Bo- 
. Wie! <1] ir appears, that their conſtitutions -anciently were entirely free; that their 
liberty was invaded and deſtroyed by an arbitrary: ſtatute in the year 1369 
1 =_ that from this period to the acceſſion of James the Sixth to the. Crown of England, 
=_ 3 the Ariſtacracy of Scotland held the Boroughs in bondage; that from the acceffi on to 
—_ | the Revolution, and more particularly after the Reſtoration, the liberty of the Boroughs | 
| . 5 8 Was trampled under ſoot by the abſolute power « of the Crown; F and that i it Was one of 
_ he great objects of the CLA or Rich rs, to redreſs the eren and reſtore the 


| freedom of the Boroughs, . „ 


= Bur owing to the magnitude and i importance of the 1 objeds. which "then 
—_ | occupied the attention of the nation, or from other cauſes, the radical and ſubſtantial 
= 85 ©, Grievances of the Boroughs were entirely oyerlooked; for although, by the act 
_—_—. | of. the meeting of the eſtates of the kingdom of Scotland on the 18th April. 1689, 

=. A power was conferred on the Burgeſſes by one poll election, to remove thoſe Councils, 
Magiſtrates and other Officers, who had been illegally. impoſed by the arbitrary 
authority of the Crown; yet che original invaſion of their rights and liberties, introdu- 
red by the act 1469, whereby the old Councils were entitled ies oe es 


1 4 


. bed Was unfortunately continued · unaltered and unrepealed. "Inf 
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By theſe means, after the Revolution, 5 Noda to the unconſtitutional authority 
of the Nobles and to the influence of the Crown, a new ſpecies of government. in 
== ' © the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, which, though attended with leſs dignity, was not leſs 

1 | ___ , injurious and degrading to the Burgeſſes than either of the two former. This was the 
| r Oe: or, a ** are enn Ryled; Juntos of men in Bo- 
C 5 8 8 roughs, 
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roughs, w ho. having once obtained. poſſeſſion; cf bs offices vf f truſt, and, autborky 

therein in, have been enabled. to retain them, oftep, during heir lives, by vietue-of the 

regulations of the act 1469, and to entail the ſame, like private eſtates, in their families, 

employing as the inſtruments of their power, their relations, connections, and dependants; 

and this ſpecies of Borough government, though equally diſgraceful and pernicious, 
hasprevailed in Scotland from the Revolution down to the preſent day. 
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"To the arbirary andunconf K iratiepal | enatmentsofths ſtawnes1469 and 1474,theabuſes 


of time and the arts and influence, firſt of the Nobles, and after wards of the:Crown,and 
the Juntos, have added other abſurdities and other eneroachmenis on the rights and 
liberties of the Burgeſſes for alrhough, by the former of theſe ſtatutes, the whole Coun- 
cils, and by the latter, certain. parts of the Copncils, werg to: be . annually, changed; 
and although, by the other laws. which have been mentioned, frequent attempts were 


made to expell from Boroughs, the power « of f ſtrangera it i is vet a lamentable truth, 


that while the deſpotiſim of theſe two. ads. has remained; in full. vigour, almoſt every 
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thing falu tary in them, and, che ot ther f ; atutes | has been. totally diſregarded. b ονν i 
| Loca. uſages | likewiſe , deviating from the ſtatutes, and adverſe. 20 the.cights of 


wt 


we  Burgelſes, ha have eſtabliſhed infticutions, whereby the e whol e or almoſt, the whole 
*Cou ncils are continued from year to year, re- elecking chemſelves ,vithout any change. 
and whereby," not only perſons thus ſelf. elected, but alſo perſons without refidence, 
'withou out property, without trade, without intereſt” of an kind in Boroaghs, may, for 

any leng th of rime, enjoy the offices of Ma iſt ates and Counſellors : And..to theſe 
"local, in itutions created by. uſage, in dire& oppoſition to the inherent rights. of 
-the Burgeſſes, the deciſions of the Courts of ar eyen in the laſt e given 


; the force and authority of Jaws, . ꝗ＋.' !!! 8 
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FE: ee b eee cru het F the Borough, erbated by Ntarttes, 
 and/local inſtiturious'confilting in nothing” but abuſes and deviatoris from law A 
right,” - pervade, throughout, the eee f Boroughs. Thoſe dired infring 
ments of liberty, and theſe gradual eorruptions of time and of ofbge, how A8 
inte ſyſtems,” compoſe thoſe partzel and abfurd eſtabliſtiments in Boroughs, which 
have become not only the ſubjects of the beſt founded complaints, but IG the 2 
jects of the higheſt reproach. They are only” veiled and protected by a Popular na 
for they are called the Conſtitutions of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland.” But the . 


geſſes derive confidence from the” reflection, that they are now to. preſens their 


"BY os 


appeal before 0 Tribunal whoſe penetration. directed to the real nature and effects 
of Ne not ſuffer itſelf to be miſled by the gloſſes * names, or the 
tial and illafive. r preſentations of intereſted- MER: 1 - 
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oi peniitions conſtqwences dr theſsrinfa and illiberaf fyltems have not only affeged 
ths liber ty and Political government of Boroughs: Their baneful influence has alſo ex- 
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. bg or ren · 
_  - 3 An Ad of the Parliament | of Scotland, in the year 1535 cap... 26. ordained, 1 
1 bat all Prov ovoſts, Bailies, and Aldermen of Boroughs,. bring. yearly to the Cheguer, 


| DS” © af the day ſet for giving of their accounts, their account books of their common goods, | 
1 : * 10 be ſeen and onſidered by the Lords Auditors, if the ſame be ſpended for the com- 
5 „ monweal of the Borough, or not,” Ke. eee Kaki wich Mot bog f 


4 


— | lations by another Act of the Parliament of Scotland, paſſed in the year 1693, c. 28, 
= But owing in a great meaſare to the pernicious ſyſtems of Borough Government that 
a. have been deſcribed, by which the power of perſons liable tb account was rendered - 
YH ed by thefe welt intended ſtatutes has, after the xperience ' 
_ | | to f ; for the Boroughs have been 1 
1 reduced to poverty and diſtreſs by. groſs miſapphca tions and dilspidations of their | 


4 1 . 


1 ; properties and revenues, and by enormous contradtions of debt. e „ 


, ic 


5 1 th e warmeſt” attachment to the conſt of +4 
2; and family of their Sovere , it is with | e 3 


| oe # of their grievances, that 
they find themſelves under the neceſſity of approachin b the Legiſlature in the lan- - = - 
: guage of complaint. In conveying” ther e  fubjets fo important, the | | 


. bave deemed i it incainbenr on them, and becoming dignity and-wiſdom of Parlia.. 5 | 
_ ment, to ſupport their aſſertious by authorities wn dog from the indiſputable evidence: . 
pf ſtatutes, the conſtitutions of their Boroughs, or notorious 101 s | | 
| . authorities, they conceive themſelves entitled to affirm, and to e RET to the EPO ic 
© and in. Parliament, inveſied;-4s it is, with. a conftimtionspower-of affording redreſs, 
+ p have 6, the Burgeſſes of the Royal. — 
1 0 , OT SCOLL very great and intolerable grievances : For, to he 5 


* deprived, as they, are, of the of their natural ancient and inherent right. uff 
| e the adminiſtrators of che common property and other affairs of the-Boroughs, | 
; | of which they form a conſider able and Hemi Ter ber declare to he an uncon. „ 
1 | | Riturional and intolerable | 


55 Tus Burgeſſes rely with the firmeſt confidence on — | 
en, ment, that for this very and intolerable-grievance, they ſhall receive that re- 5 


3 dreſs which u nature and evil rendeney To loudly demand, and-which it is narural = 
it of men whom elevated and heredi. | ö 
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